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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
• Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1)^ Responsive to communicatlon(s) filed on 04 March 2005 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)I3 This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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Claim Objections 

1. Claims 4-6, 8-15 are objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c) as being in improper form 
because a multiple dependent claim cannot depend from any other multiple dependent 
claim. See MPEP § 608.01(n). Accordingly, the claims have not been further treated on the 
merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. Claims 12 and 17 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

With respect to claiml2 and 17, the phrase "to transmit at least some, preferably all..." 
renders the claim indefinite because it is unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are 
part of the claimed invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

To expedite the prosecution of this case, it is assumed that some of the signals are 

needed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-3, 7, 16 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Azawa (US 2002/0103839). 
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5. With respect to claim 1, figure 12 of Azawa discloses an apparatus having function cell 
means for executing algebraic and/or logic functions (47) and memory cell means (46) to 
receive, store and/or output information, v^herein function cell-memory cell combinations are 
formed in which a control connection leads from the function cell means to the memory cell 

means. 

The recitation (a cell element field for data processing) has not been given 
patentable weight because it has been held that a preamble is denied the effect of a 
limitation where the claim is drawn to a structure and the portion of the claim 
following the preamble is a self-contained description of the structure not depending 
for completeness upon the introductory clause. Kropa v. Robie^ 88 USPQ 478 
(CCPA 1951). 

6. With respect to claim 2, figure 12 of Azawa teaches a processor (41), coprocessor and/or 
inicrocontroller forms a plurality of units such as function cells and/or memory cells whose 
function and/or interconnection is/are reconfigurable and/or preselectable. 

7. With respect to claim 3, figure 12 of Azawa discloses the function cells are formed as 
arithmetic logic units. 

8. With respect to claim 7, figure 12 of Azawa discloses the memory cells are designed for 
sending stored information directly and/or indirectly to a bus (read_dat) leading to the function 
cell in response to triggering by the function cell, which controls them. 

9. With respect to claim 16, the method as claim is inherent in the apparatus of Azawa as 
shown in the above rejections. 

10. With respect to claim 17, figure 12 of Azawa discloses read and write signals. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Don P. Le whose telephone number is 571-272-1806. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 7AM - 5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bamie Rexford can be reached on 571-272-1812. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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